Lit. 7-247: American Literature and Culture: the 19th century

Instructor: Dr. Zoe Detsi-Diamanti

Office: 308 ΣΤ
Office Hours: Wednesday 09.30-11.00, Friday 09.30-11.00

e-mail: detsi@enl.auth.gr , tel. 2310 997448

Course Objective: The aim of this course is to introduce students to the movements of Transcendentalism, Romanticism, Realism and Naturalism through selected works by major American writers. The texts will be studied alongside the socio-political, economic, and cultural transformations that led to the emergence and development of these movements.

Required Text: The Norton Anthology of American Literature, vols B & C.
Attendance Policy: Although attendance is not obligatory, students should realize that literature courses require a regular presence in the classroom and an active participation in class discussions. Students are urged to study the assigned material before coming to class. It is a good studying habit to read in advance each text and to make sure it is understood thoroughly. 

Final exam on all assigned texts

Syllabus

Introduction,
 
“American Literature 1820-1865”

            “American Literature 1865-1914”

Ralph Waldo Emerson,
 “Nature” (Introduction and chapter 1)

 “The American Scholar” 

Walt Whitman,

“The Song of Myself,” 1-5

Henry David Thoreau, 
“Resistance to Civil Government” 

Edgar Allan Poe, 

“The Fall of the House of Usher”

Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
“My Kinsman, Major Molineaux”

Herman Melville, 

“Bartleby, the Scrivener”

Ambrose Bierce,

“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman,
“The Yellow Wallpaper”

Jack London,

“The Law of Life”

Hamlin Garland,

“Under the Lion’s Paw”
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